
SURVEY 
INSIDE 
Please take a minute to 
tell us what you think!

CAMBRIAN
 SCHOOL DISTRICT
Quality Education since 1865

Important Community Update
READ INSIDE to learn more about our local public schools. 



E Guided by a forward-looking strategic  
plan, the schools in the Cambrian School 
District are all high-performing. 

E Bagby Elementary, Fammatre Elementary, Farnham Elementary, 
Sartorette Elementary and Price Middle have been recognized as 
California Distinguished Schools. 

E Multiple Awards for Teachers in Excellence in Education.

E The District has been recognized for its innovative work in curriculum 
development in the areas of mathematics and science.

E Cambrian SD English Learners and students in Special Education  
are thriving: outperforming the state average for English Language  
Arts and Math.

Why we’re proud... 
         April 2017 

Dear Neighbors:

The Cambrian School District serves approximately 3,500 
students in grades TK-8. We are known for our creativity, 
innovation and maintaining a strong focus on educating 
the whole child. Bagby Elementary, Fammatre Elementary, 
Farnham Elementary, Sartorette Elementary and Price 
Middle have been recognized as California Distinguished 
Schools. This 2016 - 2017 school year, we reopened 
Steindorf K-8 as a STEAM Magnet School.  

We also have our challenges. Our District has suffered severe cuts in State funding 
and had to increasingly rely on local money to keep our best teachers and provide 
advanced and core programs in math, science, technology, the arts and physical 
education at our schools. 

In order to continue providing students with the quality and challenging education 
programs they need to be successful in high school, college, and in good-paying 
jobs and careers of the future, we are considering seeking community support for a 
local school parcel tax. 

As such, I need your help. As part of our commitment to maintaining and growing 
the high-quality of education in neighborhood schools, the District is currently 
conducting a full assessment of our school program needs. As we evaluate our needs 
I want to make sure that we include our community. What are your opinions? Please 
complete the attached response card and mail it back to us. Or, respond online at 
www.cambriansd.org. I look forward to hearing from you. 

Your perspective is integral to student success. Thank you in advance for your time 
and interest. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Carrie Andrews 
Superintendent, Cambrian School District

CAMBRIAN SCHOOL DISTRICT



To uphold our commitment to achieving excellence, we must continue to offer the 
most innovative educational programs, hire the brightest educators and provide 
the best school environment for our students. We are committed to meeting these 
challenges, but it will take ongoing investment and hard work.

E Curriculum:  The best educational opportunities for our students include 
innovative reading, math and science programs. Art, music and performing arts 
are also critical for well-rounded development and creativity. 

E Exceptional Teachers and Small Class Sizes: Our goal to attract and retain 
high-quality teachers coincides with our objective to reduce class sizes. Each 
student deserves personal attention from dedicated professionals. 

E Quality Infrastructure & Technology: Maintaining clean and safe school 
grounds, providing physical education programs that promote student health  
and fitness, and integrating technology into the classroom are essential for 
student success.

Why we’re proud... 

  Since our founding in 1865, 

much has changed in our 

District and our community. 

Our commitment to high 

quality education, however, 

has never faltered.  

This photo, from1882, 

depicts the original 

Cambrian School.

The challenges we face...



Frequently Asked Questions & Answers 
Provided as a public service for your information only, from Cambrian School District 2017.

www.CambrianSD.org

Cambrian School District
4115 Jacksol Drive 

San Jose, CA 95124

What is this process all about? 

Cambrian School District is committed 
to maintaining quality education in our 
neighborhood schools. Unfortunately, years 
of State budget cuts have hurt our schools  
so significantly that we can’t rely on State 
money to support the excellent academic 
programs our students need. The District is 
considering seeking community support for 
a local school parcel tax in order to continue 
providing quality and challenging education 
programs students need to be successful in 
high school, college, and beyond. 

Cambrian School District has conducted a full 
assessment of all of our local school program 
needs—including the need to retain our best 
teachers and maintain core academics for  
TK-8. It is clear we need additional local 
revenue to fund our core priorities.

What are the School District’s most 
critical needs? 
E Attract and retain high-quality teachers.

E Continue and expand core programs in 
math, science, engineering and technology.

E Maintain core programs in reading, music 
and the arts. 

E Reduce and maintain class sizes.

E Provide physical education programs that 
promote student health and fitness.

How will this effort improve instruction?

We strive for teaching and learning excellence 
in every educational setting. Our goal is to 
provide all of our kids with access to the 
education and technology they will need 
to be successful in high school, college, and 
beyond. High-quality teachers, strong core 
educational programs and small class sizes are 
essential to student achievement. Teaching 
and learning benefit with improved programs.

What about other funding? 

Our School District makes every effort to use 
resources wisely. But with little to no help from 
the State, the burden to provide high quality 
programs for our students is growing. We 
need to work together to protect the quality 
of local education. To that end, Cambrian SD 
is exploring all options—including State and 
Federal matching funds and private grants. As 
part of this process we are also exploring the 
feasibility of seeking community support for 
a local parcel tax. Parcel taxes are a common 
way to fund our local needs. 

What about the Lottery? Wasn’t the 
Lottery supposed to fix our schools? 

The funding our School District receives from 
the Lottery each year comprises less than 3% 
of our annual General Fund Budget. Thus, 
Lottery funds alone are simply not enough 
to fund the programs that our schools and 
students need. 

What has the District done to tighten  
its belt?

The District has reduced annual spending 
with the reduction and/or elimination of it’s 
office staff positions. Utility costs have been 
reduced with the installation of solar panels, 
and non-teaching support roles have been 
reduced.

How do I know the money will be  
spent properly?

The measure would require a clear system of 
accountability, including annual independent 
audits to ensure the money is spent 
properly. No money will be used to pay for 
administrators’ salaries. All of the money will 
be used to support classroom instruction. 

Can the State take this funding?

No. All money raised by the measure will stay 
in the District to support our schools and 
students. It cannot be taken away by the State 
or be used for other purposes. 

My children are grown and gone. Why 
should I pay attention to this process?

Good schools are the foundation of 
any healthy, thriving community. Good 
schools protect property values and keep 
neighborhoods strong.

I am a senior citizen; do I have to pay 
the tax?

Senior citizen homeowners 65 years or older 
are eligible for an exemption through a 
simple application process. We do not want 
this measure to become a burden to those 
living on a fixed income. 

If the Cambrian School District does 
pursue a local parcel tax, when will it 
make that decision? 

NO decisions have been made yet. Cambrian 
SD leaders are seeking YOUR INPUT first, 
before critical decisions are made. To qualify 
for the August 2017 election, the District 
would have to file its resolution calling for an 
election by no later than June 2017. 

Who makes the final decision on a local 
school parcel tax? 

The locally elected Cambrian School District 
Board of Education is the legal entity that 
must take action to call for an election. Taking 
such an action would then put the question to 
local voters to decide. Ultimately, Cambrian SD 
REGISTERED VOTERS would have the final say 
when they vote for or against the measure. 

Where can I go for more information? 

Visit www.CambrianSD.org OR contact Carlena 
Grandey via phone at: (408) 377-2103 ext. 103, 
or by email at: grandeyc@CambrianSD.com



SURVEY:
Please tell us what you think!

You can complete this survey online: www.CambrianSD.org

Please rank these school priorities in order of their importance  
to you (1 = most important, 7 = least important). 

E Provide funding for advanced and core programs in math, 
science, engineering and technology at all schools.  

E Attract and retain highly qualified teachers.  
E Provide funding for advanced and core programs  

in reading, music and the arts at all schools.  

E Reduce class sizes to enhance student achievement.  
E Provide funding for physical education programs  

that promote student health and fitness.  

E Attract and retain highly qualified support staff who  
specialize in technology.  

E Provide ongoing training and skills development  
for teachers and staff.  

Comments or questions:   
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